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How	
  many	
  are	
  
Homeless	
  
Liaisons	
  

How	
  many	
  are	
  
Foster	
  Care	
  
Liaisons	
  

How	
  many	
  are	
  
both	
  ????	
  

How	
  many	
  are	
  
FIRST	
  year	
  
liaisons?	
  

How	
  many	
  only	
  
have	
  the	
  du<es	
  
of	
  the	
  liaison?	
  



McKinney-­‐Vento	
  Homeless	
  Assistance	
  
Act	
  

	
  
	
  
The	
  program	
  is	
  authorized	
  under	
  Title	
  VII-­‐B	
  of	
  the	
  McKinney-­‐
Vento	
  Homeless	
  Assistance	
  Act	
  (42	
  USC	
  11431	
  et	
  seq.),	
  
(McKinney-­‐Vento	
  Act).	
  The	
  program	
  was	
  originally	
  authorized	
  in	
  
1987	
  and,	
  most	
  recently,	
  reauthorized	
  by	
  the	
  No	
  Child	
  LeV	
  
Behind	
  Act	
  of	
  2001.	
  	
  



The	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  program	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  
problems	
  that	
  homeless	
  children	
  and	
  youth	
  have	
  faced	
  in	
  
enrolling,	
  aXending,	
  and	
  succeeding	
  in	
  school.	
  Under	
  this	
  
program,	
  State	
  educa<onal	
  agencies	
  (SEAs)	
  must	
  ensure	
  that	
  
each	
  homeless	
  child	
  and	
  youth	
  has	
  equal	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  same	
  
free,	
  appropriate	
  public	
  educa<on,	
  including	
  a	
  public	
  
preschool	
  educa<on,	
  as	
  other	
  children	
  and	
  youth.	
  Homeless	
  
children	
  and	
  youth	
  should	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  educa<onal	
  and	
  
other	
  services	
  that	
  they	
  need	
  to	
  enable	
  them	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  
same	
  challenging	
  State	
  student	
  academic	
  achievement	
  
standards	
  to	
  which	
  all	
  students	
  are	
  held.	
  In	
  addi<on,	
  homeless	
  
students	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  separated	
  from	
  the	
  mainstream	
  school	
  
environment.	
  States	
  and	
  districts	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  review	
  and	
  
undertake	
  steps	
  to	
  revise	
  laws,	
  regula<ons,	
  prac<ces,	
  or	
  
policies	
  that	
  may	
  act	
  as	
  a	
  barrier	
  to	
  the	
  enrollment,	
  
aXendance,	
  or	
  success	
  in	
  school	
  of	
  homeless	
  children	
  and	
  
youth.	
  	
  



Every	
  LEA	
  –	
  whether	
  or	
  not	
  it	
  receives	
  a	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  
subgrant	
  –	
  is	
  required	
  to	
  designate	
  a	
  local	
  liaison.	
  	
  

The	
  local	
  liaison	
  serves	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  primary	
  
contacts	
  between	
  homeless	
  families	
  and	
  school	
  
staff,	
  district	
  personnel,	
  shelter	
  workers,	
  and	
  

other	
  service	
  providers.	
  The	
  liaison	
  coordinates	
  
services	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  homeless	
  children	
  and	
  
youth	
  enroll	
  in	
  school	
  and	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  

to	
  succeed	
  academically.	
  	
  



Local	
  liaisons	
  must	
  ensure	
  that:	
  	
  
v Homeless	
  children	
  and	
  youth	
  are	
  iden<fied	
  by	
  school	
  

personnel	
  and	
  through	
  coordina<on	
  ac<vi<es	
  with	
  other	
  
en<<es	
  and	
  agencies;	
  	
  

v Homeless	
  students	
  enroll	
  in,	
  and	
  have	
  full	
  and	
  equal	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  succeed	
  in,	
  the	
  schools	
  of	
  the	
  LEA;	
  	
  

v Homeless	
  children	
  and	
  youth	
  and	
  their	
  families	
  receive	
  
educa<onal	
  services	
  for	
  which	
  they	
  are	
  eligible,	
  including	
  
Head	
  Start,	
  Even	
  Start,	
  and	
  preschool	
  programs	
  administered	
  
by	
  the	
  LEA,	
  and	
  referrals	
  to	
  health,	
  mental	
  health,	
  dental,	
  and	
  
other	
  appropriate	
  services;	
  	
  

v Parents	
  or	
  guardians	
  of	
  homeless	
  children	
  and	
  youth	
  are	
  
informed	
  of	
  educa<onal	
  and	
  related	
  opportuni<es	
  available	
  
to	
  their	
  children,	
  and	
  are	
  provided	
  with	
  meaningful	
  
opportuni<es	
  to	
  par<cipate	
  in	
  the	
  educa<on	
  of	
  their	
  children;	
  	
  

	
  



v Parents	
  and	
  guardians	
  and	
  unaccompanied	
  youth	
  are	
  
fully	
  informed	
  of	
  all	
  transporta<on	
  services,	
  including	
  
transporta<on	
  to	
  and	
  from	
  the	
  school	
  of	
  origin,	
  and	
  are	
  
assisted	
  in	
  accessing	
  transporta<on	
  services;	
  	
  

v Enrollment	
  disputes	
  are	
  mediated	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  
requirements	
  of	
  the	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  Act;	
  and	
  	
  

v Public	
  no<ce	
  of	
  the	
  educa<onal	
  rights	
  of	
  homeless	
  
students	
  is	
  disseminated	
  to	
  loca<ons	
  where	
  they	
  receive	
  
services	
  under	
  the	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  Act.	
  	
  



In	
  mee<ng	
  these	
  responsibili<es,	
  local	
  liaisons	
  must	
  
assist	
  homeless	
  children	
  and	
  youth	
  with	
  such	
  ac<vi<es	
  

as	
  the	
  following:	
  	
  	
  
v  Enrolling	
  in	
  school	
  and	
  accessing	
  school	
  services;	
  	
  
v  Obtaining	
  immuniza<ons	
  or	
  medical	
  records;	
  	
  
v  Informing	
  parents,	
  school	
  personnel,	
  and	
  others	
  of	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  homeless	
  

children	
  and	
  youth;	
  	
  	
  
v  Working	
  with	
  school	
  staff	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  homeless	
  children	
  and	
  youth	
  

are	
  immediately	
  enrolled	
  in	
  school	
  pending	
  resolu<on	
  of	
  disputes	
  that	
  
might	
  arise	
  over	
  school	
  enrollment	
  or	
  placement;	
  	
  

v  Helping	
  to	
  coordinate	
  transporta<on	
  services	
  for	
  homeless	
  children	
  and	
  
youth;	
  and	
  	
  

v  Collabora<ng	
  and	
  coordina<ng	
  with	
  State	
  Coordinators	
  for	
  the	
  Educa<on	
  
of	
  Homeless	
  Children	
  and	
  Youth	
  and	
  community	
  and	
  school	
  personnel	
  
responsible	
  for	
  providing	
  educa<on	
  and	
  related	
  support	
  services	
  to	
  
homeless	
  children	
  and	
  youth.	
  	
  



Changing	
  schools	
  significantly	
  impedes	
  a	
  student’s	
  
academic	
  and	
  social	
  growth.	
  The	
  literature	
  on	
  
highly	
  mobile	
  students	
  indicates	
  that	
  it	
  can	
  take	
  a	
  
student	
  four	
  to	
  six	
  months	
  to	
  recover	
  academically	
  
a>er	
  changing	
  schools.	
  Highly	
  mobile	
  students	
  have	
  
also	
  been	
  found	
  to	
  have	
  lower	
  test	
  scores	
  and	
  
overall	
  academic	
  performance	
  than	
  peers	
  who	
  do	
  
not	
  change	
  schools.	
  Therefore,	
  the	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  
Act	
  calls	
  for	
  LEAs	
  to	
  maintain	
  students	
  in	
  their	
  
school	
  of	
  origin	
  to	
  the	
  extent	
  feasible.	
  	
  



Requirements	
  for	
  Schools	
  
	
  §  The	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  Act	
  provides	
  certain	
  rights	
  for	
  homeless	
  

students.	
  They	
  include	
  waiving	
  certain	
  requirements	
  such	
  as	
  
proof	
  of	
  residency	
  when	
  students	
  are	
  enrolling	
  and	
  allowing	
  
categorical	
  eligibility	
  for	
  certain	
  services,	
  such	
  as	
  free	
  
textbooks.	
  The	
  Act	
  also	
  states:	
  

§  Homeless	
  students	
  may	
  aXend	
  their	
  school	
  of	
  origin	
  or	
  the	
  
school	
  where	
  they	
  are	
  temporarily	
  residing;	
  

§  Homeless	
  students	
  must	
  be	
  provided	
  a	
  wriXen	
  statement	
  of	
  
their	
  rights	
  when	
  they	
  enroll	
  and	
  at	
  least	
  two	
  <mes	
  per	
  year;	
  

§  Homeless	
  students	
  may	
  enroll	
  without	
  school,	
  medical,	
  or	
  
similar	
  records;	
  

§  Homeless	
  students	
  have	
  a	
  right	
  to	
  transporta<on	
  to	
  school;	
  



§  Students	
  must	
  receive	
  services,	
  such	
  as	
  transporta<on,	
  
while	
  disputes	
  are	
  being	
  seXled;	
  

§  Students	
  are	
  automa<cally	
  eligible	
  for	
  Title	
  I	
  services;	
  
§  School	
  districts	
  must	
  reserve	
  a	
  por<on	
  of	
  Title	
  IA	
  funds	
  to	
  

serve	
  homeless	
  students;	
  
§  School	
  districts	
  must	
  review	
  and	
  revise	
  policies	
  that	
  

provide	
  barriers	
  to	
  homeless	
  students;	
  
§  Schools	
  must	
  post	
  informa<on	
  in	
  the	
  community	
  

regarding	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  homeless	
  students,	
  in	
  schools	
  and	
  
other	
  places	
  that	
  homeless	
  families	
  may	
  frequent;	
  and	
  

§  School	
  districts	
  must	
  iden<fy	
  a	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  Liaison	
  to	
  
assist	
  students.	
  



	
  
Legal	
  Requirements	
  for	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  Homeless	
  EducaKon	
  

	
  The	
  LEA	
  ensures	
  that	
  schools	
  implement	
  procedures	
  and	
  guidelines	
  for	
  
iden7fying	
  and	
  enrolling	
  homeless	
  children	
  and	
  youth.	
  §722(g)	
  
	
  
	
  

•  Create	
  a	
  District	
  Homeless	
  Policy	
  which	
  outlines	
  the	
  homeless	
  program.	
  
•  Keep	
  minutes	
  of	
  mee<ng	
  to	
  create	
  and/or	
  update	
  policies,	
  sign	
  in	
  sheet	
  and	
  

agenda.	
  
•  Include	
  in	
  the	
  policy	
  the	
  procedure	
  for	
  iden<fica<on,	
  transporta<on,	
  fees	
  in	
  the	
  

district,	
  and	
  all	
  other	
  services	
  offered	
  to	
  iden<fied	
  homeless	
  students.	
  
•  No<ces	
  should	
  be	
  posted	
  in	
  each	
  building	
  and	
  around	
  the	
  community.	
  These	
  

posters	
  can	
  be	
  ordered	
  free	
  from	
  the	
  Na<onal	
  Center	
  for	
  Homeless	
  Educa<on’s	
  
website.	
  	
  

•  District	
  training	
  should	
  be	
  conducted	
  each	
  year	
  with	
  the	
  staff	
  to	
  go	
  over	
  all	
  
procedures	
  for	
  McKinney-­‐Vento.	
  	
  Topics	
  to	
  be	
  covered:	
  
–  Defini<on	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  
–  Iden<fica<on	
  	
  
–  Enrollment	
  
–  Warning	
  signs	
  of	
  homelessness	
  
–  Contact	
  for	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  
	
  	
  



	
  
	
  
The	
  LEA	
  has	
  developed	
  and	
  implemented	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  to	
  ensure	
  
programs	
  and	
  ac7vi7es	
  address	
  the	
  educa7onal	
  needs	
  of	
  homeless	
  children	
  
and	
  youth.	
  §722(g)	
  6(A),	
  722(g)(1)	
  
	
  	
  
•  Keep	
  record	
  of	
  all	
  homeless	
  students,	
  services	
  for	
  these	
  students	
  and	
  records	
  of	
  

any	
  transporta<on.	
  	
  
•  	
  Maintain	
  records	
  of	
  all	
  fees	
  that	
  are	
  waived	
  for	
  iden<fied	
  homeless	
  students.	
  
•  Contact	
  businesses,	
  churches,	
  and	
  civic	
  clubs	
  in	
  the	
  community	
  to	
  create	
  

collabora<ons	
  for	
  the	
  program.	
  Maintain	
  collabora<on	
  forms	
  for	
  each	
  group.	
  
Liaison	
  also	
  must	
  collaborate	
  with	
  others	
  in	
  the	
  district-­‐-­‐-­‐Title	
  1,	
  Special	
  Ed.,	
  
Federal	
  Programs	
  Coordinator,	
  and	
  others.	
  	
  Keep	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  all	
  dona<ons	
  received.	
  

•  Maintain	
  records	
  for	
  any	
  services	
  provided	
  to	
  iden<fied	
  students.	
  (Birth	
  
Cer<ficate,	
  school	
  records,	
  food,	
  clothing,	
  etc.)	
  

	
  
	
  The	
  LEA	
  complies	
  with	
  providing	
  comparable	
  Title	
  I,	
  Part	
  A	
  services	
  to	
  
homeless	
  students	
  aGending	
  Non-­‐Title	
  I	
  Schools.	
  §722(g)	
  	
  
	
  	
  



Important	
  Web	
  Sites	
  
McKinney-­‐Vento	
  Non-­‐Regulatory	
  Guidance	
  
hXp://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/guidance.pdf	
  
	
  
United	
  Way	
  
hXp://apps.unitedway.org/myuw/luindex.cfm?
id=browseci<es&zip=00000&abbr=AR&app=	
  
	
  	
  
SalvaKon	
  Army	
  
hXp://www.salva<onarmyusa.org/usn/www_usn_2.nsf	
  
	
  	
  
NaKonal	
  AssociaKon	
  for	
  the	
  EducaKon	
  of	
  Homeless	
  Children	
  and	
  Youth	
  (NAEHCY)	
  
hXp://www.naehcy.org/educa<onal-­‐resources/helpline	
  
	
  	
  
Homeless	
  Shelters	
  in	
  Arkansas	
  
hXp://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/arkansas.html	
  
	
  	
  
Foster	
  Care	
  and	
  EducaKon	
  
hXp://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migrated/child/educa<on/
publica<ons/qa_fc_and_mv_overlap_final.authcheckdam.pdf	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/guidance.pdf
http://apps.unitedway.org/myuw/luindex.cfm?id=browsecities&zip=00000&abbr=AR&app=
http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/www_usn_2.nsf
http://www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/helpline
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/arkansas.html
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migrated/child/education/publications/qa_fc_and_mv_overlap_final.authcheckdam.pdf


	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
NCHE	
  is	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  EducaKon’s	
  homeless	
  educaKon	
  

technical	
  assistance	
  and	
  informaKon	
  center	
  
	
  
NCHE	
  has-­‐-­‐-­‐	
  

Comprehensive	
  website:	
  www.serve.org/nche	
  
Toll-­‐free	
  helpline:	
  Call	
  800-­‐308-­‐2145	
  or	
  e-­‐mail	
  homeless@serve.org	
  
Listserv:	
  visit	
  www.serve.org/nche/listserv.php	
  for	
  subscrip<on	
  instruc<ons	
  
Free	
  resources:	
  www.serve.org/nche/products.php	
  
Webinars	
  and	
  Doubled	
  Up	
  Coffee	
  Break	
  NEW!	
  

hXp://center.serve.org/nche/web/group.php	
  
Homeless	
  Liaison	
  Toolkit:	
  Ch.	
  3	
  IdenKficaKon,	
  Ch.	
  4	
  Eligibility,	
  Ch.	
  12	
  Training	
  and	
  
Awareness	
  hXp://center.serve.org/nche/pr/liaison_toolkit.php	
  	
  

Determining	
  Eligibility	
  for	
  Rights	
  and	
  Services	
  Under	
  the	
  McKinney-­‐Vento	
  Act	
  	
  

hOp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/det_elig.pdf	
  	
  
Homeless	
  EducaKon	
  General	
  Awareness	
  
hXp://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/aw_homeless_ed.php	
  	
  

	
  

www.serve.org/nche
www.serve.org/nche/listserv.php
www.serve.org/nche/products.php
http://center.serve.org/nche/web/group.php
http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/liaison_toolkit.php
http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/det_elig.pdf
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/aw_homeless_ed.php


Dana	
  Davis	
  
Arkansas	
  Department	
  of	
  Educa<on	
  
McKinney-­‐Vento	
  State	
  Coordinator	
  	
  

Four	
  Capitol	
  Mall,	
  Slot	
  #26	
  
LiXle	
  Rock,	
  Arkansas	
  	
  72201	
  

Office:	
  (501)683-­‐5428	
  
Fax:	
  (501)682-­‐5136	
  

Dana.davis@arkansas.gov	
  

https://adedata.arkansas.gov/asd/

